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W. C. FIELDS VISITS THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

(Cleveland, OH) February’s evening films at the Cleveland Museum of Art are devoted 
entirely to the movies’ prototypical scoundrel, W. C. Fields (1879-1946). The series W. C. 
Fields Forever includes eight of Fields’ best features and all of his comedy shorts. 

Film program coordinator John Ewing sums up the comedian’s abrasive appeal: 

“W.C. Fields was a legendary misanthrope who became one of the screen’s indelible comedy 
icons, famous for his nasal voice, bombastic phrasing, and mumbled insults. Channeling his 
vitriol into a series of sometimes haphazard but always hilarious comedies made during the 
1930s and 1940s, the bulbous-nosed ex-vaudevillian won laughs and even sympathy playing 
an assortment of hard-drinking, put-upon losers and con men.” 

Fields was bom William Claude Dukenfield; his hard-luck youth on the streets and in 
the jails of Philadelphia cemented his lifelong rancor. Fields loved colorful names. Among 
the characters he created (for himself and other actors in his films) were Egbert Souse, 
Cuthbert J. Twillie, Ouliotta Hemoglobin, Otis Criblecoblis, and Mahatma Kane Jeeves. 
Included in this series are Million Dollar Wednesday, February 4th; The Old-Fashioned 
Way, Friday the 6th; The Man on the Flying Trapeze, Wednesday the 1 1th; It's a Gift, Friday 
the 13th; You Can’t Cheat an Honest Man, Wednesday the 18th; The Bank Dick, Friday the 
20th; My Little Chickadee, Wednesday the 25th; and Never Give a Sucker an Even Break, 
Friday the 27th. Short films precede most of these features. All programs begin at 7:00. 
Admission to each program is $6, $3 for CM A members and children 12 and under. 

(film details on reverse...) 
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Million Dollar Legs 
Wednesday, February 4, 7:00 

(USA, 1932, b&w, 16mm, 64 min.) Directed by Edward Cline, with W.C. Fields, Jack Oakie, and Susan 
Fleming. Nonsensical comedy in which the wacky country of Klopstokia enters the Olympics. Preceded at 7:00 
by two Fields shorts: Pool Sharks (USA, 1915, 9 min.), a silent comedy that marked Fields’ screen debut, and 
the 9-min. Fields segment from the 1932 omnibus feature Ifl Had a Million. 

The Old-Fashioned Way 
Friday, February 6, 7:00 

(USA, 1934, b&w, 16mm, 74 min.) Directed by William Beaudine, with W.C. Fields, Judith Allen, and Baby 
LeRoy. In this comedy Fields manages an itinerant theatrical troupe that performs the old-time melodrama The 
Drunkard. He also juggles! Preceded at 7:00 by Fields’ most celebrated short The Fatal Glass of Beer (USA, 
1933, 20 min.). 

The Man on the Flying Trapeze 
Wednesday, February 11, 7:00 

(USA, 1935, b&w, 16mm, 65 min.) Directed by Clyde Bruckman, with W.C. Fields, Mary Brian, and Kathleen 
Howard. Small-town nightmare in which an overworked family man has wife and in-law problems. Preceded at 
7:00 by the Fields short The Golf Specialist (USA, 1930, 20 min.). 

It’s a Gift 

Friday, February 13, 7:00 

(USA, 1934, b&w, 16mm, 73 min.) Directed by Norman Z. McLeod, with W.C. Fields, Baby LeRoy, and 
Kathleen Howard. A grocer goes West in this peerless comedy full of classic bits. Preceded at 7:00 by the Fields 
short The Pharmacist (USA, 1933, 20 min.). 

You Can ’t Cheat an Honest Man 
Wednesday, February 18, 7:00 

(USA, 1939, b&w, 16mm, 76 min.) Directed by George Marshall, with W.C. Fields, Edgar Bergen, and 
Constance Moore. Circus owner Larson E. Whipsnade battles the local sheriff and ventriloquist’s dummy 
Charlie McCarthy. Preceded at 7:00 by Much Ado About Golf a 9-min. Fields segment from the 1934 feature 
You ’re Telling Me. 

The Bank Dick 
Friday, February 20, 7:00 

(USA, 1940, b&w, 16mm, 74 min.) Directed by Edward Cline, with W.C. Fields, Cora Witherspoon, and Una 
Merkel. Comedy masterpiece about an unlikely bank guard and his nutty friends and family. Preceded at 7:00 by 
the Fields short The Dentist (USA, 1932, 20 min.). 

My Little Chickadee 
Wednesday, February 25, 7:00 

(USA, 1940, b&w, 16mm, 83 min.) Directed by Edward Cline, with Mae West, W.C. Fields, and Margaret 
Hamilton. This Wild West comedy marked the only on-screen pairing of Fields and Mae West. 

Never Give a Sucker an Even Break 
Friday, February 27, 7:00 

(USA, 1941, b&w, 16mm, 71 min.) Directed by Edward Cline, with W.C. Fields, Gloria Jean, Leon Errol, and 
Margaret Dumont. Fields plays himself in the wildest and most surreal of his comedy classics. Dumont is the 
man-eating Mrs. Hemoglobin. Preceded at 7:00 by the Fields short The Barber Shop (USA, 1933, 20 min.). 
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